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Introducing the 2022-2023 SRCD U.S. Policy
Fellows

The Society for Research in Child Development (SRCD) is pleased to announce the 2022-2023 SRCD U.S.
Policy Fellows.

The SRCD U.S. Policy Fellowship Programs include placement opportunities in federal congressional offices
as well as federal and state executive branch agencies. The purpose of the fellowship programs is to provide
researchers with immersive opportunities to learn about policy development, implementation, and
evaluation, and to use their research skills in child development to inform public policy at the federal or state
level.

Learn more about the SRCD U.S. Policy Fellowship Programs

2022 - 2023 SRCD Federal Policy Fellows

SRCD Federal Executive Branch Policy Fellows


https://www.srcd.org/news
https://www.srcd.org/professional-advancement/srcd-us-policy-fellowship-programs

Marissa Abbott, Ph.D.

Dr. Marissa Abbott is a second-year SRCD Federal Executive Branch Fellow in the
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation (ASPE) in the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services. Her ongoing work at ASPE focuses on
child welfare, primarily data linking projects between public child welfare and
Medicaid agencies. During her first year in the fellowship, Dr. Abbott also worked

on projects related to Family First Prevention Services Act implementation and
explored well-being assessment across human services programs. In her second
year in the fellowship, Dr. Abbott looks forward to building on this work. Dr. Abbott is an interdisciplinary
social scientist who blends public health, social work, and human development perspectives to examine
programs and policies surrounding child maltreatment prevention, intervention, and family well-being. Dr.
Abbott received her Ph.D. in Social Welfare from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Her dissertation
critiqued how researchers and clinicians assess childhood adversity in at-risk families and explored an
alternative measure that captures positive experiences from childhood that exemplify family resilience. She
holds a B.A. in Epidemiology and M.P.H. from the University of Rochester. Before receiving her Ph.D., Dr.
Abbott also worked as a California Epidemiologic Investigation Service Fellow at the California Department
of Public Health, focusing on child maltreatment prevention. Read more in her SRCD Policy Fellow
Spotlight.


https://www.srcd.org/news/2023-srcd-federal-policy-fellow-spotlight-marissa-abbott-phd
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Carly Champagne, Ph.D.

Dr. Carly Champagne is a SRCD Federal Executive Branch Fellow in the Office of
Child Care (OCC) in the Administration for Children and Families (ACF) of the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services. Carly is an interdisciplinary social
scientist who draws from education, assessment, and human development to
improve the lived experiences of children and families. Carly received her Ph.D. in
Education from Temple University with a concentration in educational psychology

and focus in early childhood. Carly’s research focused on how academic
environments shape the development of children’s achievement motivation, such as the influence of
teacher-child interactions on children’s feelings of belonging and perceived competence. As a postdoctoral
researcher, she evaluated the reliability, validity, cultural relevance and usability of educational and
psychological assessments. She also facilitated program evaluations and developed theories of change in
collaboration with community organizations such as United For Brownsville. Carly instructed multiple
undergraduate courses, including child development, cognitive development and learning theories,
abnormal psychology, and program evaluation. She taught in a variety of formats (e.g., in person and
virtual, synchronous and asynchronous) and supervised fieldwork for preservice middle school teachers. As
a legislative fellow in the US Senate, Carly worked on education, health, and housing portfolios including
preK-higher education, mental health, child nutrition, community development and disaster relief policy.
She is interested in improving children’s well-being and access to culturally relevant education by
addressing approaches to teacher training and delivery of social services. Read more in her SRCD Policy
Fellow Spotlight.
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Diane Gumina, Ph.D.
Dr. Diane Gumina is a SRCD Federal Executive Branch Fellow in the Pregnancy and
Perinatology Branch (PPB) at the Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of
Child Health and Human Development (NICHD) in the National Institutes of Health
(NIH) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). At NICHD she
works on supporting extramural research programs related to normal and
abnormal placental development, and common obstetric complications such as
preterm birth, fetal growth restriction, and preeclampsia. One goal of the PPB is to
improve ways to diagnose, treat, and prevent such complications, which is one of
Dr. Gumina’s long-standing interests. She is also interested in understanding how exposure to a suboptimal
in utero environment impacts the long-term health of both the mother and baby. Her doctorate work at the
University of Colorado, Anschutz Medical Campus focused on elucidating the cellular mechanisms
responsible for reduced development of the placental vasculature associated with severe fetal growth
restriction. Dr. Gumina earned her M.S. in Cellular and Developmental Biology from the University of
Colorado, Anschutz Medical Campus and a B.A. in Molecular, Cellular, and Developmental Biology from the

University of Colorado, Boulder.

Shirley Huang, Ph.D.
Dr. Shirley Huang (she/her) is a SRCD Federal Executive Branch Fellow in the
Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human
Development (NICHD) in the National Institutes of Health (NIH) of the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). Shirley is eager to review
research portfolios and grant proposals, develop child research agendas, and
understand the roles and responsibilities of a grant program officer. Shirley
completed her Ph.D. at the University of Colorado Boulder. Her research interests
are in bilingual language development, cultural-linguistic differences, and
emotion language skills. Specifically, she studied how cultural and language differences influence emotion
language development in bilingual children. Prior to her research, Shirley completed her clinical M.S. in
speech-language pathology at Boston University. She worked with children with developmental disorders
(e.g., dyslexia, Autism, Down Syndrome) and children and families from minority backgrounds. Her clinical
experiences inspired her research and policy interests to advance health equity. Read more in her SRCD

Policy Fellow Spotlight.



