Child Policy Nexus Sociocultural Policy

As developmental science becomes more global, and the role of context in human development becomes
more evident, it is necessary that SRCD publications provide, in addition to age, an indication of the unique
characteristics of the sample and the “socioeconomic and cultural place” from which their findings originate.
Accordingly, it is now required that manuscripts to be published in SRCD journals specify clearly in the
appropriate section(s) (e.g., Method, Discussion) and in an abbreviated form in the Abstract: (1) the dates of
data collection (if applicable); (2) the theoretically relevant characteristics of the particular sample studied,
for example, but not limited to: race/ethnicity, socioeconomic status, language, sexual orientation, gender
identity (inclusive of non-binary options), religion, generation, family characteristics; and (3) the place(s)
from which that sample was drawn, including country, region, city, neighborhood, school, etc. and all other
context variables that are relevant to the focus of the publication, except when it violates expectations of
privacy and confidentiality by an institutional review board or the setting itself. Additionally, selection and

recruitment procedures should be clearly specified in the Method section.

The Sociocultural Policy is the product of a recognition that current policies and practices were not reflecting
the state of the scholarship in terms of addressing diversity and replicability. As such, the Sociocultural
Policy reflects current gaps in the science and is a dynamic policy. The Society will conduct ongoing reviews
and re-evaluations of the Sociocultural Policy’s effectiveness over time and its efficacy in advancing the
Society’s strategic goals. The Sociocultural Policy, procedures, and rationale will be revisited on a biannual

basis to reflect changing demographics, an increasingly global society, and relevant contemporary issues.

Note for Child Policy Nexusauthors: The Sociocultural Policy applies primarily to original reports of data.
When discussing existing data (e.g., in literature reviews) or in Child Policy Nexus papers, space limitations
and the availability of information in the original research reports may be a consideration. In these cases,

authors should strive to provide as much information as possible about the characteristics of samples that

are relevant to the generalization and interpretation of results. Authors who are submitting to Child Policy


https://www.srcd.org/

Nexus should consult with the Editor if they wish further guidance.



