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Centering Joy: Celebrating 50 Years of the Black Caucus 
Agenda 

 
 

8:30 am - 9:00 am Welcome Breakfast 

9:00 am - 9:15 am   Welcome Remarks 

9:15 am - 9:45 am 

Keynote Remarks 
 

Dr. Vonnie McLoyd, Ewart A. C. Thomas Collegiate Professor of Psychology, University 
of Michigan, and President-Elect, Society for Research in Child Development 

9:45 am - 11:00 am 

Reflections from Black Caucus Leaders: Our Foundation and Future 
 

Panelists: 

• Dr. Shauna Cooper, University of North Carolina Chapel Hill 

• Dr. Michael Cunningham, Tulane University 

• Dr. Margaret Beale Spencer, University of Chicago 

• Dr. Diana Slaughter-Kotzin, University of Pennsylvania (emerita) 

• Dr. Dena Swanson, University of North Carolina Greensboro 

11:00 am - 11:15 am Break  

11:15 am - 12:30 pm 
Building our Future Generations and Enhancing Community 
 

Collaborative community-building and future dreaming session 

12:30 pm - 1:30 pm Networking Lunch 

1:30 pm - 2:45 pm 

Methodology in Context: Moving Beyond the Monolith 
 

Panelists: 

• Dr. Christy Byrd, North Carolina State University 

• Dr. Lauren Mims, New York University 

• Dr. Onnie Rogers, Northwestern University 
 

Moderator 

• Dr. Dawn Witherspoon, Pennsylvania State University 

2:45 pm - 3:00 pm Break  
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Agenda (continued)  
 
 

3:00 pm - 4:15 pm 

Collective Work: Centering Needs of Community Partners 
 

Panelists: 

• Alyssha Dairsow, Curly Me! 

• Betty Ogden-Sawyer, Project Success Coalition & NAACP Ogden 

• Rev. France Davis, Cavalry Baptist Church (emeritus) 

• Dr. LaShawn Williams, Relational Spaces 
 

Moderators 

• Dr. Andrea Busby, Brigham Young University 

• Dr. Kimberly Applewhite, University of Utah & Utah Center for Evidence Based 
Treatment 

4:15 pm – 4:30 pm Closing Remarks 

4:30 pm – 5:30 pm Reception 

 

We are so glad you are here to celebrate 50 Years of Centering Joy with us!  We are grateful 

for the SRCD staff members, especially Julia Johnson, Natasha Ross, and Nicole Brown, for all 

they did to make this conference possible. We hope you enjoy the day!  

 

With gratitude, the Centering Joy Planning Committee. 
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