
Conceptualizing and measuring 
culture, context, race and 

ethnicity: A focus on science, 
ethics, and collaboration in the 

Spirit of 2044
Ethnic & Racial Issues, Equity and Justice, Asian 

Caucus, Black Caucus, and Latino Caucus 



THANK YOU
 W.T. Grant Foundation 

 SRCD Asian Caucus

 SRCD Black Caucus

 SRCD Latino Caucus

 University of Maryland, Baltimore County, Dept of Psychology

 Penn State Child Study Center

 Penn State College of Liberal Ars, Dept of Psychology 

 University of North Carolina at Greensboro, Dept of Psychology

















Country 1990 2017 Country 1990 2017

Australia 23% 29% Norway 5% 15%

Austria 10% 19% New Zealand 15% 23%

Canada 16% 21% Oman 17% 35%

Greece 6% 11% Spain 2% 13%

Lebanon 19% 32% UK 6% 13%

Percent of country foreign born, by year

http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/12/15/international-migration-key-findings-from-the-u-s-europe-and-the-world/





Theory



Theories and Frameworks to Consider

 Integrative Model (Garcíca Coll et al., 1996)

 + extensions

American Psychologist, 73 (6)

 Phenomenological Variant of Ecological Systems 
Theory (Spencer et al., 1997)

 Intersectionality (Crenshaw, 1989 ; Ghavami et al., 2017)

 Critical Race Theory (Delgado, 1995)

 Social Category Theory (Allport, 1954)

 Ethnic-Racial Identity Theories (See ERI Study Group, CD, 2014)



Measures



A methodological critique …
 Janet Helms (2005)

Move beyond categorical variable to a variable that is  
more meaningful and process related

Measures
 Diversity & Other Composition Measures
 Identity
 Cultural Values
 Discrimination
 Microaggressions
 Ethnic-Racial Socialization
 Multiculturalism/Multicultural Competence
 …



Contemporary exemplars 















“Colorblind” research approaches 







Questions we want to tackle 
during the preconference



As populations become more racially 
and ethnically diverse, the contexts
in which children develop diversify; 
as such, the conceptualization and 
measurement of race and ethnicity 
requires more nuance and attention 
to individual and contextual 
variations





Barrett A. Lee & Michael J. R. Martin (2019): Whither the urban diaspora? The 
spatial redistribution of Latino origin groups in metropolitan America since 
1990, Journal of Urban Affairs, DOI: 10.1080/07352166.2019.1565821 



How do we measure culture, context, race 
and ethnicity?

- To what degree is inequality/privilege 
considered in these measurements?
- How do our measurements vary by 
developmental period? 



How do we capture in a more nuanced way 
- nativity status
- intersection of race & ethnicity (e.g., Afro 
Latinos)
- mixed status families
- multiracial youth and their experiences
- heterogeneity within racial and ethnic 
groups?
- etc….



How can a more nuanced understanding 
of race and ethnicity, and the individual 
and contextual variations in racial and 
ethnic constructs, inform public policy 
and lead to effective interventions 
designed to reduce inequalities? 



10:05 am – 11:05 am: Morning Break-Out Panels 

1. Conceptualizing and measuring race and 
ethnicity with diverse samples (Holiday 1) 

2. The importance of attending to 
intersectionality (Holiday 2)

3. Capturing unique issues within multiethnic 
populations (Holiday 3)



1:00 pm – 2:00 pm:  Afternoon Break-Out 
Panels 

1. How racial/ethnic diversity impacts schools 
and neighborhood (Holiday 1)

2. The importance of ethnic-racial identity 
(ERI) constructs in diverse samples (Holiday 2)

3. Capturing unique issues within immigrant 
youth and families (Holiday 3) 



Friday, March 22, 2019

7:45-9:15
Strategic Poster Session (breakfast!)

Exhibit Hall C
1:00-2:30pm
SRCD at the Intersection of Science and 

Social Policy: A Town Hall
BCC LVL 3 Room 308



Saturday, March 23, 2019

8:00-9:30
Collaborative Science in the Spirit of 2044: 

Diversity is Key
BCC LVL 3 Room 309



Saturday, March 23; 8 am – 9:30 am 

Collaborative Science in the Spirit of 2044: 
Diversity is the Key
Baltimore Convention Center, Level 3, Room 309
Panelists

Margaret Caughy & Suzanne Randolph 

Diane Hughes & Catherine Tamis-Lemonda

Special Treat
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