
Creating Child Policy Briefs 

Learn how the publication is created and how to request topics.

What are Child Policy Briefs?

Child Policy Briefs are short (1-2 pages) policy briefs that summarize the child development literature to

inform a current or imminent U.S. national-level policy issues. Briefs are aimed at federal-level policymakers

https://www.srcd.org/


and focus on topics that SRCD members want to engage in and that meet organizational priorities. 

Similar to the Social Policy Report’s editorial guidelines, briefs will include policy considerations wherever

possible (compared to more specific policy recommendations), to capture the nuance that evidence can

provide policymakers. 

As a nonpartisan organization, SRCD is committed to improving evidence-based policy. We hope our briefs

will help policymakers understand the bounds of different decisions they are faced with and will ultimately

improve the lives of children and families.

What is the Process for a Brief? 

The Policy Committee’s Social Policy Subcommittee oversees Child Policy Brief publications. In partnership

with the SRCD Policy Department, they select topics, determine the focus of the brief, help solicit expert

reviewers, review each brief, and sign off on publication.  

Read the Governance Plan

SRCD’s Policy Department will author briefs and manage the program. For each brief, experts on that area

will be invited to provide suggestions on what literature should be summarized and to help review the briefs

for accuracy. 

What about RARS? 

The Rapid Assessment and Response Strategy (RARS) was SRCD’s first program to issue policy briefs on

member-requested topics after a policy event happened. Child Policy Briefs has replaced the RARS program,

with proactive briefs that aim to forecast events coming up. We have also changed our governance, including

moving the program to the Policy Committee and having SRCD staff author briefs, with experts reviewing. 

https://www.srcd.org/about-us/who-we-are/committees/policy
https://www.srcd.org/sites/default/files/2025-04/CPB%20Governance%20Plan%20Approved%20Version%20%283%29.pdf


Request a Brief 

SRCD members can suggest topics for the Policy Committee to consider at their quarterly meetings.

Members are encouraged to ensure that briefs align with SRCD’s Policy Decision Framework Criteria

(appendix 1 of the Governance Plan), which was passed by the Governing Council in 2024.  

Request a Child Policy Brief

For policymakers or policy influencers (e.g. advocacy organizations, intermediaries, etc.) who wish to see a

topic, please email SRCD’s Policy Department at policy@srcd.org and provide your name and contact

details, your organization name, the topic, why you are requesting it, and how you would utilize it. The Policy

Committee’s Social Policy Subcommittee will review your request at their next quarterly meeting. 

Child Policy Briefs in Progress 

https://srcd.secure-platform.com/site/organizations/main/submissions/create?solicitationId=102024&force=True&skipCheckIfUserHasSubmissions=&createFromLinkedSolicitation=
mailto:policy@srcd.org


SRCD’s Social Policy Subcommittee meets quarterly to approve and refine submitted topics for new Child

Policy Briefs. This table shows the current Child Policy Brief topics that have been considered by the

subcommittee and traces their progress through initial development, identification of expert reviewers,

drafting, editing, and publishing. While the goal is to take a brief from initial consideration to publication in

three months, some editions may require more time. This table will be updated regularly to reflect the

ongoing production progress for Child Policy Briefs.  

Topic  Submitted By  Status  Notes 

Earned Income

Tax Credit 
SRCD staff 

Drafting in

progress 

Began as a general tax policy topic, but is

concentrating on EITC impacts due to strength

of evidence 

Child Tax Credit 

Social policy

subcommittee,

expert reviewers 

Identifying expert

reviewers 

Topic generated from subcommittee

discussion of child and family tax policy; EITC

expert reviewers expressed interest in this topic

due to potential for reauthorization by

Congress in 2025 

Transgender

youth 
SOGIE Caucus 

Identifying expert

reviewers 

Child development scientists have a unique

perspective on the developmental

appropriateness of care for trans youth. Topic

is highly relevant in the current political

climate, especially with a SCOTUS decision on

trans healthcare expected this summer. 



Young children

and digital

technology 

Member

submission

through Open

Water 

On hold for future

development in the

summer of 2025 

By investigating how mobile technology affects

cognitive, social, and emotional development,

SRCD can inform best practices, guide policy

creation, and address inequities in technology

access noted in current census data. 

Impact of social

media on

children and

adolescents 

SRCD staff,

Congressional

staff 

On hold for future

development in the

summer or fall of

2025 

Increasingly topical and nonpartisan, as

legislators and regulators consider restrictions

on social media. Highly aligned with SRCD

members’ priority area of child and youth

mental health. 

 


